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The Amateur Hour: Tuesday 
evenings from 9-midnight. This 
week's special feature with Tim 
Pivnicny will be a sampling of 
un-released Beatle music, 
beginning at 10:00 p.m. Some of 
the selections arc different 
versions of old songs rSlow 
Down" and "Let it Be") and 
others are songs that never were 
released (from "Please Don't Let 
it Change" to "Mary Jane"). Be 
sure to tune in to WJRH, 90.5 
FM stereo this Tuesday night. 
Concert Listings: 

November 15 — Bruce 
Springsteen — Lafayette College 

Ifi - Donovan - Capitol 

Theater, Passaic, N.J. 
20 — Manfred Mann's Earth 

Band — Roxy Theater 
20 - Wishbone Ash/AI 

Stewart - Tower Theater, 
Philadelphia 

21 — Beachboys — Madison 
Square Garden, N.Y. 

r • — Livingstone Taylor — 
Roxy Theater 

22 - David Bowie -
Philadelphia Civic Center 

22 & 23 - Renaissance/ 
Caravan Academy of Music 
N.Y. at 8:00 p.m. 

23 & 24 — America, Avery 
Fisher Hall, N.Y. 

2b — Commander Cody — 
Roxy Theater 

Cross Registration 
by Robert Bliwise 

Cross-registration is a 
perennial topic of interest, 
because it provides a practical 
alternative for supplementing 
the college's curriculum 
offerings. As stated in the 
"College Announcement," a 
student "may register for 
courses suitable to Lafayette 
degree programs which cannot 
be scheduled at Lafayette at any 
of the other member institutions 
of the Lehigh Valley Association 
of Independent Colleges" — 
Allentown, Cedar Crest, Lehigh, 
Moravian, and Muhlenberg. 

In an interview, dean of 
studies William A. Jeffers 
commented, "at any college 
with l i m i t e d offer ings , 
cross-registration makes it 
possible for students of one 
college to sample a wider variety 
of courses." He stressed the 
point that "students are not 
encouraged to get into degree 
programs Lauyette doesn't 
offer," such as nursing at Cedar 
Crest. Nor can students schedule 
courses that cleariy duplicate 
L a f a y e t t e o f f e r i n g s . 
"Cross-registration is not meant 
to be a back-door way" of 
developing a new major program 
or of furthering grade inflation, 
Jeffers said. 

Certain courses at other 
institutions seem to enjoy 
cons iderable popularity , 
according to Jeffers; among 
these are courses in the film at 
Lehigh, photography at 
Moravian, and creative writing at 
Cedar Crest. Cross-registration 
trends are "definitely" a gauge 
of student interest, Jeffers 
remarked. While he has "raised 
the question" of instituting 
courses enjoying a high 
cross-enrollment, there is a 
reluctance to introduce a new 
curriculum offering at the 
expense of something else — for 

example, "teaching creative 
writing instead of Chaucer." 

J e f f e r s said that the 
cross-registration "traffic" is 
"heavily out of Lafayette." 
According to figures supplied by 
registrar Cyrus S. Fleck, Jr., 4 
students from other institutiorjs; 
are taking courses here this fail 
semester, while only one did so 
last year. In contrast, there were 
17 Lafayette students taking 
courses elsewhere in the valley 
this semester, as compared to 32 
last fall. 

Both Jeffers and Fleck cite 
the same reasons for the outflow 
of Lafayette students to other 
institutions — and the relatively 
small influx of visiting students 
taking courses here. Generally, 
there is the factor of the college 
not providing transportation for 
its cross-registering students 
(except in the case of a 
"cooperative program," such as 
that in classical languages 
between the college and 
Moravian last year); the problem 
of the commuting time involved, 
Lafayette finding itself on the 
fringe of the Lehigh Valley; and 
d i f f i c u l t i e s in resolving 
scheduling conflicts among the 
colleges, although there has been 
c o n s i d e r a b l e success in 
coordinating the diffekent 
college calendars. 

Lafayette pays out $75 per 
credit to the host institution 
where a student cross-registers. 
Because of the discrepancy 
between the number of students 
visiting here and the number of 
Lafayette students taking 
courses elsewhere, the college 
loses several thousand dollars 
under the program each 
semester. Yet, in the opinion of 
Jeffers, "if for the cost of a 
single instructor we're providing 
this opportunity for our 
s tudents , [cross-registration] 
may be a better investment for 
our funds." 

by Bruce Karpas 

Thi're are twenty student 
laboratory instructors teaching 
in the biology department this 
year. To get an idea of how the 
instructor program works and to 
analyze its results, The Lafayette 
talked with Dr. Louis T. 
Stableford, Head of the Biology 
Department; Bob Franco, a 
senior lab instructor, and various 
students (names protected) who 
are taught by the student 
teachers. 

Dr. Stableford feels that "the 
student lab instructors program 
has been a learning experience 
for both the instructors and the 
students. The program's success 
is unique; each year there are 
twice as many applications as 
openings available.'' 

Instructors are chosen for 
their qualities rather than by 
grade point average or financial 
need. Dr. Stableford explained 
that the students are judged by 
their "ability, adaptability, and 
suitability." After filling out an 
a p p l i c a t i o n , prospective 
instructors must go before a 
committee, consisting of the 
professors of biology and two 
senior lab instructors, and field 
questions ranging from "how 
would you change the General 
biology curriculum?" to "What 
would you do if a student gave 
you lip?" After seeing how well 
the applicants handle the 

Q uestions, the committee 
ormuiates the "rounded 

picture" and picks instructors 
tor specific courses. 

The lab instructor program 
started in 1962 to give 
additional help to the faculty. 
Stableford stresses the point, 
however, that the student 
teachers are not substitutes for 
actual professors. "There are no 

such things as 'teaching skills'; a 
student who has 'it' can be just 
as effective as a graduate 
teacher." The program has aided 
professors by giving them more 
time to help students in biology 
with research projects. 

The lab instructors are in 
complete charge of their 
sections. Stableford says, "We 
demand consistency, but not 
conformity. We tell them not to 
imitate any of us [professors], 
but we do give them a target and 
tell them to get at it in their own 
way." The faculty is in touch 
with the instructors, however. 
Department members meet with 
their student instructors each 
week to discuss the material 
being taught and formulate the 
students grades. Stableford 
concludes, "The relation with 
the faculty is an intimate one." 

Stableford is quite happy 
with the program. He points out 
that the instructors are not "in it 
for the money", as the majority 
of the student instructors do not 
receive financial aid. Stableford 
adds that "the job is a big 
responsibility and hard work, 
yet of the 100 lab instructors 
since 1962, there has never been 
a bad one." 

Bob Franco teaches a general 
biology lab course and feels that 
the job has made him more 
sympathetic to students. "After 
you ve gone over something, you 
have to realize that you're 
teaching different types of 
s t u d e n t s with different 
b a c k g r o u n d s , especial ly 
freshmen, and that some 
students are not going to 
understand the material as easily 
as others. This fact has helped 
me understand the importance 
of improvement." 

Franco spends three hours a 
week with his class and about six 

hours in preparation. Although 
the pay is low ($550 a school 
year) Franco agrees with 
Stableford's belief that it is not 
the money that is important but 
the experience." Besides being a 
learning experience, tht job 
helps you as a student. I am still 
leaming, even as I teach. Also, 
you understand the teacher's 
situations and the way they 
reach their philosophies toward 
teaching." 

Franco believes that his 
students feel he is competent. 
He tries to nxake them leam by 
themselves and not to 'accept' 
things. The lab instmctor 
understands the position of the 
students. He comments, "I was a 
freshman three years ago" and 
because of that, he is able to 
communicate with them. 
Although his class is "pretty 
loose," there is no trouble; the 
students respect him as a teacher 
and cooperate with him. When 
asked if he is now considering 
going into teaching. Franco 
replied "I'm definitely going to 
give it serious thought. . .if I 
don't get in to Medical School. 

The students who are taught 
by one particular lab instmctor 
feel that it is easier to 
communicate with him than 
with the regular faculty 
members. As one student said, 
"It's a much more relaxed 
atmosphere — more personal, 
more one-to-one. If I don't 
understand something, I know I 
can always go up to his room 
and get help." The students also 
feel that the instmctors are 
genuinely interested in their 
classes. Students agree that 
although the instmctors may not 
be as educated as the regular 
professors, they do "know their 
stuff." 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Right or Wrong 

Dear Editor. 
The Question, or rather the 

fact or homosexuality has 
always been a difficult one for 
society to cope with. The 
traditional standpoint, as voiced 
by the Executive Committee of 
I n t e r - V a r s i t y Christ ian 
Fellowship at Lafayette last 
week in reply to the formation 
of a "Gay Society" here, is that 
homosexuality is inherently 
"wrong." 

I find this standpoint 
somewhat oversimplified and in 
fact disheartening. It is based on 
the highly idealized premise that 
there is a clear cut difference 
between right and wrong and 
that all reality will fall neatly 

Continued from page two 

into one of these two categories. 
" . . .by forming a Gay 
Association, we try to foo! 
ourselves into believing that 
what is wrong is right." This is 
an extremely complex world and 
reality, if it exists at all, is a 
sliding scale type arrangement in 
a constant state of flux. Nothing 
is absolute. The "right" and 
"wrong" of the Executive 
Committee's argument are 
merely the endpoints of this 
scale, and we spend our lives 
somewhere in the infinite space 
between them. "Right" and 
"wrong" are the extremes; 
reality is all of the varying 
degrees in between. 

This is the nature of the 
universe that God created. It is a 
d i v i n e a n d d y n a m i c 
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conglomeration of limitless 
complexities, ^ach fantastically 
alive and individual. The 
Executive Committee has taken 
all this and stuffed it into the 
limited and rather boring 
framework of "right" and 
"wrong" or "good" and "evil." 
It warns against "making idols of 
material success, scholarly fame, 
a th le t i c achievement, or 
whatever else would make us 
worship ourselves instead of 
God." Yet the argument the 
Committee is supporting idolizes 
the arbitrary concepts of "right" 
and "wrong." The Committee is 
telling us to worship "right" and 
"wrong" instead of God and His 
manifest complexities. 

Rather than being regarded as 
" r i g h t " or " w r o n g , " 
homosexuality should be viewed 
as just another complexity, 
another way of doing it. It is an 
i n t e g r a l p a r t o f an 
extraordinarily fascinating and 
diverse universe; and in that the 
universe is good. Attempts by 
society to condemn what should 
be regarded as an integral part of 
it are short-sighted and 
self-defeating. No matter how 
disagreeable homosexuality may 
seem to us, we have no grounds 
to condemn it. 

This is clearly the attitude 
taken by the College Chaplain, 
who is sponsor and mediator for 
the "Gay Association." In 
sticking his neck out for the gays 
at this school he fulfills the role 
of enlightened religion in 
modem society. In order to be 
of any value to society, religion 
must keep pace with its 
development. As the times 
change, religious outlooks must 
adapt to them. At one point in 
our history, polarized religion 
which could relate to reality 
only in terms of "right" and 
"wrong" was perfectly adequate, 
for the universe was only viewed 
in terms of duality. Now that 
society is becoming aware of its 
own complexity, however, a 
more liberal and sophisticated 
approach to religion is in order. 
In this respect, the Executive 
Committee of InterVarsity 
Christian Fellowship is falling far 
short of its responsibility to the 
College Community. 

Ped Fisher 




